
RESOURCES

Executive Summaries and Publicly Accessible Data



Your posters can be
either epidemiological
or experimental, but
they must be both
practical (capable of
being carried out) and
meaningful (of some
consequence).

R	E	S	E	A	R	C	H		P	O	S	T	E	R	S
You’ll need to come up with a research question, a way of
analyzing that question, and interpretations of those analyses.
And you’ll need to do all of this on your own. Data acquisition,
analysis, and interpretation are individual endeavors.



Remember	(since	
lecture	1) that	this	
project	is	original	
work.		You’re	not	
summarizing	the	
statistics	of	others.		
You’re	analyzing	
your	own database.

R	E	S	E	A	R	C	H		P	O	S	T	E	R	S
HERE’S A SLIDE FROMTHE VERY FIRST LECTURE:



Q	U	E	S	T	I	O	N	S		&		A	N	S	W	E	R	S
HOWSPECIFIC SHOULDMY RESEARCH TOPIC BE?

A topic should be pretty broad. Because you need to find (or gather) data on
the subject. You’re not gathering publications (i.e., previously published
research), but actual raw data, which you will analyze in SPSS. The narrower
your topic, the harder it is to acquire relevant data sets.

HOWSPECIFIC SHOULDMY RESEARCHQUESTION BE?

Your research question should be very specific. Once you have identified
your research topic, you’ll acquire raw data on it. The availability of data
will partly determine your research question: what is a question that this set
of raw data answer? Make it specific.



Q	U	E	S	T	I	O	N	S		&		A	N	S	W	E	R	S
AFTERWRITING A NARROWRESEARCH QUESTION, WHAT DO I DO?

Begin your background reading. Find previously published research on
your exact question. Or as close to your exact question as you can get;
similar studies may have to suffice. Read them. If there’s a meta analysis or
systematic review, get it. If not, find the best studies you can. After that,
write your Executive Summary.

HOWDO I WRITE AN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY?

Go to the next slide. Replicate the format (including subheadings).

HOW DO I FIND PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE DATA?

Keep reading after the Executive Summary slides.









Be	clear,	concise,	concrete.		Waste	no	words.

Do	not	make	your	reader	do	the	work.		The	more	you	revise,	
the	less	effort	it	takes	the	reader	to	understand. You	have	to	
do	more	work	so	that	your	reader	can	do	less.
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U.S.	Census	Data:	https://www2.census.gov/acs2013_1yr/summaryfile/

FBI	Crime	data:	https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2013/crime-in-the-u.s.-
2013/tables/1tabledatadecoverviewpdf/table_1_crime_in_the_united_states_by_volume_and_rate_per_100000_inhabit
ants_1994-2013.xls

And	(more	FBI):	https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2013/crime-in-the-u.s.-2013/tables/table-
8/table_8_offenses_known_to_law_enforcement_by_state_by_city_2013.xls/view

CDC	Causes	of	Death:	https://wonder.cdc.gov/

Medicare.gov Hospital	Complication	Rates:	https://data.medicare.gov/data/hospital-compare#

NIH/SEER	Cancer	Incidence: https://seer.cancer.gov/faststats/selections.php?series=cancer

Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics:	https://www.bls.gov/data/

Walmart	Sales	Data:	https://www.kaggle.com/c/walmart-recruiting-store-sales-forecasting/data

AirBnb Data: http://tomslee.net/airbnb-data-collection-get-the-data

APA.org: https://www.apa.org/research/responsible/data-links

Some	music	data: https://data.world/datasets/music

And	lots	of	other	stuff: https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/https-medium-freecodecamp-org-best-free-open-data-
sources-anyone-can-use-a65b514b0f2d/

OTHER	EXAMPLES:

Publicly	Accessible	Data

https://www2.census.gov/acs2013_1yr/summaryfile/
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2013/crime-in-the-u.s.-2013/tables/1tabledatadecoverviewpdf/table_1_crime_in_the_united_states_by_volume_and_rate_per_100000_inhabitants_1994-2013.xls
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2013/crime-in-the-u.s.-2013/tables/table-8/table_8_offenses_known_to_law_enforcement_by_state_by_city_2013.xls/view
https://wonder.cdc.gov/
https://data.medicare.gov/data/hospital-compare
https://seer.cancer.gov/faststats/selections.php?series=cancer
https://www.bls.gov/data/
https://www.kaggle.com/c/walmart-recruiting-store-sales-forecasting/data
http://tomslee.net/airbnb-data-collection-get-the-data
https://www.apa.org/research/responsible/data-links
https://data.world/datasets/music
https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/https-medium-freecodecamp-org-best-free-open-data-sources-anyone-can-use-a65b514b0f2d/


Publicly	Accessible	Data

The	easiest	way	to	find
data	is	to	just	search	for	it.		
It’s	out	there.		Google	can
help	you	track	it	down.



ASSIGNMENT	NOTES:

Instructions	for	Executive	Summary.		
Somewhere	around	50	minutes	in.

How	to	get	assistance	in	literature	
searches	without	being	an	asshole.		
20:45.

How	to	create	a	poster.		Step	by	step.		
Around	the	4:00	mark.


